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mature thought, he accepted the task proposed to
him by Wilberforce. In 1823 ^e Anti-Slavery
Society was formed, and Buxton was appointed a
Vice-President. In May of that year, he moved a
resolution against slavery in the British Parliament
in the House of Commons. While the extinction
of slavery throughout the British Dominions was
the ultimate aim, it was only then possible to take
preparatory steps. Resolutions were accordingly
carried, recommending the adoption of ameliorative
measures, to be judiciously and temperately en-
forced, for progressive improvement in the condi-
tions of a slave population, such as would prepare
them for participation in civil life. Although these
steps were cautious to excess, Buxton prophesied
that a movement had been started which would end,
though not speedily, in the extinction of slavery.
The next step was to circulate letters to the
Colonial Governments, recommending certain re-
forms. In this, as in all his work, Buxton's labori-
ous accuracy and careful verification of points were
notable. These measures, moderate as they were,
led to considerable alarm and indignation in the
Colonies, and in Demerara especially, where the belief
of the natives that they were to be set free led to a
rising which was crushed with extreme violence and
the application of martial law. The case of the
missionary, John Smith of Demerara, who, after
having been hastily tried and condemned to death,
died in prison, led to a complete change in the pros-